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After the completion of his presidency in 1877, Ulysses S. Grant embarked on a 
world tour that lasted more than two years. The final leg of his journey took him 
to China and Japan, after which he returned to America in September of 1879. 

While in China, government officials asked him to mediate their dispute with 
Japan over its abolition of Ryūkyū and creation of Okinawa Prefecture in March 


