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Mention of Taiwan politics instantly creates an image of members of the legislature brawling on the floor of the 
legislative chamber. My talk will discuss Taiwan political and social fissures negatively impacting the smooth 
functioning of democratic government. I will show the difference between “division,” which has deep historic 
and ethnic roots, and “polarization,” which is a more contemporary phenomenon most seriously emanating 
from the time that Chen Shui-bian was elected President in 2000. Polarization is a lack of trust in government, 
breeding infighting and adding to a lack of electorate support. Explanation will be given as to how polarization 
manifests itself in all dimensions of Taiwan politics. “Turquoisation” is the bringing together of the blue and 
green elements of Taiwan politics. As such, it offers a path to social and political reconciliation. To achieve that 
end, Taiwan must overcome its zero-sum mind set and jettison its practice of “zaoshi” or showing force. Perhaps 
then scuffles in the legislative chamber will disappear.


