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ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM:
Symposium participants will share their research and/
or report on the current state of urbanization and urban 
planning responses in Asia and the Pacific region. 
Scholars from the College of Architecture & Urban 
Planning (CAUP), Tongji University; San Francisco 
State University (SFSU); DURP; and other departments 
at UHM will present their work. A highlight of this 
symposium will be the presentation of research projects 
on urbanization and contemporary urban planning in 
China by visiting scholars from Tongji University, China: 
Min Zhao , Peng Zhenwei,  Li Zhang, and Richard 
LeGates. Professors John Friedmann and Reginald 
Kwok, experts on urban planning and development 
policies in China, will also comment on the China 
research and other presentations. Presenters from 
UHM will talk about a range of urbanization related 
challenges and planning efforts – such as disaster 
management, transportation, use of technology, basic 
services, and housing – from other places in Asia and 
elsewhere. 

KEY PRESENTERS/PARTICIPANTS 
•	 Shabbir Cheema, EWC Senior Fellow, and Director, Asia Pacific Governance 

and Democracy Initiative (AGDI)
•	 Ashok Das, Assistant Professor, DURP
•	 Priyam Das, Assistant Professor, DURP
•	 John Friedmann, Professor Emeritus, UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, 

and Honorary Professor, School of Community and Regional Planning, Univer-
sity of British Columbia (UBC), Vancouver

•	 Jiwnath Ghimire, PhD candidate, DURP
•	 Dominik Kalisch, Visiting Assistant Professor, UHM Shidler School of 

Business
•	 Karl Kim, Professor, DURP, and Executive Director, National Disaster Pre-

paredness Training Center (NDPTC), Honolulu
•	 Reginald Kwok, Professor, DURP, and Professor of Asian Studies, UHM 
•	 Richard LeGates, Professor Emeritus of Urban Studies and Planning, San 

Francisco State University (SFSU), San Francisco
•	 Suwan Shen, Assistant Professor, DURP
•	 Li Zhang, Associate Professor of Urban Planning, CAUP, Tongji University, 

Shanghai
•	 Min Zhao, Professor of Urban Planning, CAUP, Tongji University, Shanghai
•	 Peng Zhenwei, Professor of Urban Planning, CAUP, Tongji University, 

Shanghai
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